Education makes a Community
This implies a revolution: for the men and women
who have been so trained in childhood are not likely
to be a "lower" class or a "working" class of
quite the same kind as their ancestors or parents.
But no one yet knows what the social effects will
be, now that the three R's and the old charity educa-
tion have been submerged in a new and nobler
conception.
Another great change was a change in the system.
About 1900 in England secondary, and later univer-
sity, education were introduced for those who were
thought able to benefit by it among the children of
poorer families. Scholarships and bursaries have
long existed in the educational system. Even in the
Middle Ages the villein's son could become a cleric
and a bishop. But the new system differed a little from
the old. In the first place, the scholars who were
"creamed off" and kept longer at school were sent to
new schools, not generally to the privately controlled
older secondary schools; and new universities, in
England at any rate, changed in various ways the
conventional system of the mediaeval universities.
But these changes were not revolutionary. They
belonged in principle to the stage of social thought
in which it is assumed that the "bright" child rises
out of his own social circle into an upper air breathed
by gentlemen and ladies, or passable imitations of
them. That is to say, secondary and university edu-
cation for the child of poor parents was not conceived
to decrease the social distance between the matrnal
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